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CURSILLO

A way of Living, 

uniquely gifted,

for bringing about the

New

EVANGELIZATION
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Cursillo (cur SEE yo) is a voluntary Lay

Movement of the Catholic Church started

in Spain, which presents a method and

strategy for living basic Christian Ideals.

The inherent message of Cursillo is to

share one’s Christianity in the normal

everyday activities of life … with your

family, in your workplace, in your

neighborhood, in your parish community,

and throughout the whole world.

Our Mission is the Church’s mission.

We’re fully Catholic, and obedient to the

Magisterium. Cursillo was endorsed by

Pope Paul VI (1966), Pope John Paul II

(1980) mentioned Cursillo as one of the

tools of the New Evangelization, and

Pope Francis (2011) wrote an inspiring

letter encouraging cursillistas in their

work in Argentina.

Cursillo in the Archdiocese of Detroit is a

voluntary lay administered organization

founded in 1962, and focused on

evangelization. Cursillo collects no dues

or fees of its member participants.

ULTREYA is published Monthly by the

English Language CURSILLO Movement

of the Archdiocese of Detroit. Views and

/ or opinions expressed in this newsletter

are those of the authors and contributors,

only, and not necessarily the views of the

AOD.

Contributors can submit information,

articles, artwork or other information to

the publisher, Gordon T. Peck at

gordontpeck@aol.com for inclusion in

the Newsletter. Archived copies of the

Newsletter are available on the Detroit

Cursillo website:

I WANT TO SEE !
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C H R I S T   I S    
C O U N T I N G   

O N    U S !
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I AM
and

Know
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Saturday April 9, 2016

ULTREYA 
10:00 am – 11:30 am                    

Saint Malachy Church

Sterling Heights, MI

Tuesday April 26, 2016

ULTREYA
7:30 pm – 9:00 pm                    

Saint Benedict’s Church

Waterford, MI

May 12-15, 2016

CURSILLO 393

Men’s Weekend
St. Paul of the Cross 

Retreat Center – Detroit MI

Cursillo 
Calendar

Sterling Heights (2nd Saturday)               

St. Malachy Parish
(Rectory Basement)                                            
10:00 – 11:30 am                                  
Sterling Heights                           
14115 Fourteen Mile Rd.                 
Sterling Heights, MI 48312-6506        
Barb Davis  586 228 0264

Waterford (4th Tuesday)                  
St. Benedict Church
7:30 – 9:00 pm                                                  
80 Lynn Street                             
Waterford, MI 48328                              
Rita Etlinger 248 682 7482

Ultreyas !
Reconnect with your Fourth Day 
Community; attend an ULTREYA 
near you, this month!



Sacred 

Heart  
Roseville, 

Michigan

…was the home for  
40 Cursillo Weekends 

Between the years 
1990 and 1998.  Father 

Ron Milligan was 
pastor at Sacred Heart 

for much of this time.   
Teams and candidates 

averaged around 40-
45 for most weekends 

during this time period.  
Cursillo 303 was the 

first and Cursillo 343, 
with Rectora Joyce 

Toia and Spiritual 
Directors Fr. Mark 

Brauer and Fr. Ron 
Milligan, was the last.  

Today many 
cursillistas fondly 

remember this golden 
era in the history of 

Detroit Cursillo.



CURSILLO 305 – October 1990  Rector: Bill Pfannes; Spiritual Directors: Fr. Jim Mayworm, Fr. Cliff Hasler

The 3rd Cursillo at Sacred Heart



CURSILLO 343 – June 1998     Rectora: Joyce Toia; Spiritual Directors: Fr. Mark Brauer, Fr. Ron Milligan

The Last Cursillo at Sacred Heart



of
SchoolLeaders
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ofSchoolLeaders …STUDY
From MARK 2: 1-12, we read:

When Jesus returned to Capernaum after some days, it became known

that he was at home. Many gathered together so that there was no

longer room for them, not even around the door, and he preached the

word to them. They came bringing to him a paralytic carried by four

men. Unable to get near Jesus because of the crowd, they opened up

the roof above him. After they had broken through, they let down the mat

on which the paralytic was lying. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to

the paralytic, “Child, your sins are forgiven.” Now some of the scribes

were sitting there asking themselves, “Why does this man speak that

way? He is blaspheming. Who but God alone can forgive sins?” Jesus

immediately knew in his mind what they were thinking to themselves, so

he said, “Why are you thinking such things in your hearts? Which is

easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise,

pick up your mat and walk’? But that you may know that the Son of Man

has authority to forgive sins on earth”— he said to the paralytic, “I say to

you, rise, pick up your mat, and go home.” He rose, picked up his mat at

once, and went away in the sight of everyone. They were all astounded

and glorified God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this.”

Now imagine that you are the paralyzed man. What are your feelings?

You must be much loved to have such good friends that they would take

you to Jesus and even disassemble the roof to get you before Jesus.

Are you much loved by your friends, would they go to great efforts to

help you? Why do you think that is the case? Read the passage, again.

Now let’s say you’re one of the house guests. You have just witnessed

an amazing deed…a true miracle. A paralyzed man walks. Who is this

MAN who can do such things? Could this MAN (JESUS) do amazing

things in my life? Read the scripture passage, again.

Or let’s say you’re one of the Pharisees. Do you have a clearly defined

set of rules that you live by, and exclude everything and everyone who

doesn’t belong in this neat little world you have created? Do you grow

angry with anyone that doesn’t fit into your understanding? Could your

understanding be in error? Read the passage, again.

This process is called Lectio Divina……praying with the Gospels.



Cursillo Leaders' Prayer

Lord, grant that we may understand the necessity for depth in our movement, rather than

surface glory. Convince us of the truth that colourful programs do not constitute success.

My God, give us a spirit of self sacrifice so that we may offer everything for your cause: our

time, our abilities, our health and even our lives if necessary.

Instill in us courage in our initiatives, good judgment in our choice of the right means, and

that determination which in spite of failures assures victory

Move away from us the tiny rivalries, sensitivities, discourtesies, pride, everything which

distracts from You, everything which divides or discourages.

Help us to maintain at a high level a meaningful supernatural and mutual charity among

ourselves, so that each one will seek by preference the most humble tasks and will rejoice

at the good performed by others so that all our spirits united in a common purpose will have

one single sprit, Yours Jesus, and that this spirit may let us see Your attractive goodness

marked in all our faces, Your warm accents in all our words, and in our lives something

superior to the world, something that proclaims Your Living Presence among us.

Amen

St. Paul, Patron of Cursillo - Pray for us.

Our Lady of Guadelupe, Patron of the Americas - Pray for us.



MEN’s WEEKEND #393

May 12-15, 2016

Saint Paul of the Cross 

Retreat Center

Detroit, MI

Sign Up 

your male friends, Now!  

Forms available at:
www.cursillodetroit.com 

If you would like to share your own 
Fourth Day Reflection; send an 

article or contact Gordon Peck at  
gordontpeck@aol.com.  Articles 

can be any length and we can help 
you write it, if you prefer.  
May the LORD Bless You.

Studying Our Environments
The 1st step –

Approaching Ourselves –

the effectiveness in the leavening of 

the environment is based on the 

depth of relationship each one has 

with oneself. 

First is our WILL, we must want to 

place our will to the highest degree 

in order to move from “I can” to “I 

will”. 

Second is PRAYER, all our apostolic 

undertakings should

have at their core, prayer. Our 

strength comes from this. 

Third is our MIND, it is necessary to 

use our God given mind and apply 

our intelligence in our evangelization 

efforts just as we do for everything 

else we do. And 

Fourth is HEART, our heart must be 

open to be all things to people in 

order to win them for Christ.
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Evangelii Gaudium
Excerpts from the Apostolic Exhortation by Pope Francis
24 November 2013

120. In virtue of their baptism, all the members of the People of
God have become missionary disciples (cf. Mt 28:19). All the
baptized, whatever their position in the Church or their level of
instruction in the faith, are agents of evangelization, and it would
be insufficient to envisage a plan of evangelization to be carried
out by professionals while the rest of the faithful would simply be
passive recipients. The new evangelization calls for personal
involvement on the part of each of the baptized. Every Christian is
challenged, here and now, to be actively engaged in
evangelization; indeed, anyone who has truly experienced God’s
saving love does not need much time or lengthy training to go out
and proclaim that love. Every Christian is a missionary to the
extent that he or she has encountered the love of God in Christ
Jesus: we no longer say that we are “disciples” and
“missionaries”, but rather that we are always “missionary
disciples”. If we are not convinced, let us look at those first
disciples, who, immediately after encountering the gaze of Jesus,
went forth to proclaim him joyfully: “We have found the
Messiah!” (Jn 1:41). The Samaritan woman became a missionary
immediately after speaking with Jesus and many Samaritans
come to believe in him “because of the woman’s testimony” (Jn
4:39). So too, Saint Paul, after his encounter with Jesus Christ,
“immediately proclaimed Jesus” (Acts 9:20; cf. 22:6-21). So what
are we waiting for?

121. Of course, all of us are called to mature in our work as
evangelizers. We want to have better training, a deepening love
and a clearer witness to the Gospel. In this sense, we ought to let
others be constantly evangelizing us. But this does not mean that
we should postpone the evangelizing mission; rather, each of us
should find ways to communicate Jesus wherever we are. All of us
are called to offer others an explicit witness to the saving love of
the Lord, who despite our imperfections offers us his closeness,
his word and his strength, and gives meaning to our lives. In your
heart you know that it is not the same to live without him; what
you have come to realize, what has helped you to live and given
you hope, is what you also need to communicate to others. Our
falling short of perfection should be no excuse; on the contrary,
mission is a constant stimulus not to remain mired in mediocrity
but to continue growing. The witness of faith that each Christian
is called to offer leads us to say with Saint Paul: “Not that I have
already obtained this, or am already perfect; but I press on to
make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own” (Phil
3:12-13).
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1. Barb Davis

2. Kari Natrass

3. Elaine Pluhatsch

4. Lisa Lewis

5. Amy Long

6. Carol Boulanger

7. Marie Garavaglia

8. Marisol Cross

The Greatest Weekend, Ever !
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9.   Fr. Charles Morris

10. Rene Inman

11. Laurie Gilbert

12. Anna Moore

13. Teresa Buynck

14. Mary Belanger

15. Grace VanHamme

16. Anita Kondyks

17. Dolores Zielinski

18. Charlotte Jaworski

19. Karen Chaffee

20. Bunny Schultz

21. Rita Etlinger

22. Yolanda Richter

23. Dianna Martin

24. Kim Maul
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33 Days to Merciful Love
Father Michael Gaitley, MIC
Marian Press 2015

The Priority of Christ: 

Toward a Postliberal Catholicism
Bishop Robert Barron
Brazos Press 2008

Life of Christ
Archbishop Fulton Sheen
Ignatius Press 1954

The Holy Land: An Armchair Pilgrimage
Father Mitch Pacwa
Servant Books 2013



Spring begins March 21st

And when it rains on your parade, 

look up rather than down. Without 

the rain, there would be no rainbow.   

- G. K. Chesterton

The Gates of Heaven
At the end of the age when all the believers were standing in 
line waiting to get into heaven, the angel Gabriel appeared and 
said, “I want all the men to form two lines. One line will be for 
the men who were the true heads of their households. The 
other will be for the men who were dominated by their wives.”

Gabriel continued, “And now we need all of the women to 
report to Mary and Martha on the other side of the gate.”
The women left while the men hurriedly formed two lines. The 
line of men who were dominated by their wives was seemingly 
unending. The line of men who were the true head of their 
household had just one man standing in it.

Gabriel said to the first line, “You men ought to be ashamed of 
yourselves. You were appointed to be the heads of your 
households and you have not fulfilled your purpose. Of all of 
you, there is only one man who obeyed.”

Then Gabriel turned to the lone man and asked, “How did you 
come to be in this line?”

The man sheepishly replied, “My wife told me to stand here.” 

“Yes the disciples followed Jesus…
but not on Twitter.”

Baby Jesus begins teething

…and GOD invented Humor



COME HOLY SPIRIT 

Come Holy Spirit, 

fill the hearts of Your faithful 

and kindle in us the fire of Your love. 

Send forth Your Spirit 

and we shall be created. 

And You shall renew the face of the earth. 

Oh God, Who by the light of the Holy Spirit 

did instruct the hearts of the faithful 

grant that by that same Holy Spirit 

we may be truly wise 

and ever rejoice 

in His consolations 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.

Pray for Our 

Spiritual Directors

and hosts 

of our Ultreyas
Father Chris Talbot

Deacon Jack Parent

Father Don Archambault

Father Paul Ballien

Deacon Steve Mitchell

Father Charles Morris

Deacon Bob Modes

Father Ron DeHondt

Deacon Don Baross

Father Mark Brauer

Deacon Tom Sliney

Father Joseph Gembala

Deacon Paul Mueller

Father Vic Clore

Father Jack Baker

Father James Mayworm

…they’re praying for us!

Father Maurice Pierce…

Father Ron Milligan…

Pray for us!
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Final Word  

YOU ARE SENT, CURSILLISTAS…GO!

MAKE a FRIEND, BE a FRIEND,
BRING a FRIEND to CHRIST
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In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that the whole world should be
enrolled. This was the first enrollment, when Quirinius was governor of Syria. So all went
to be enrolled, each to his own town. And Joseph too went up from Galilee from the
town of Nazareth to Judea, to the city of David that is called Bethlehem, because he was
of the house and family of David, to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was with
child. While they were there, the time came for her to have her child, and she gave birth
to her firstborn son. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger,
because there was no room for them in the inn. Now there were shepherds in that
region living in the fields and keeping the night watch over their flock. The angel of the
Lord appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
struck with great fear. The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to
you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For today in the city of David a
savior has been born for you who is Messiah and Lord. And this will be a sign for you:
you will find an infant wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.” And suddenly
there was a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel, praising God and saying:
“Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

Mark 8: 34 - 38

He summoned the crowd with his disciples and said* to them, 
“Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up 

his cross, and follow me.

For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses 
his life for my sake and that of the gospel will save it. What profit 
is there for one to gain the whole world and forfeit his life? What 
could one give in exchange for his life? 

Whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this faithless and 

sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of when he 
comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels.” 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/mark/8#49008034-1

